U.S. Patent Application Serial No.: 10/026,335 

Amendment and Response 

Reply to Office Action of February 27, 2007 

REMARKS 

Status of the Claims 

Prior to the present amendment, Claims 1-5, 10-14, 27-28, and 30-39 were under 
examination. 

Claims 27, 30, 35, 36, and 39 are amended herein. 

Claims 1-5, 10-14, and 38 are canceled without prejudice or disclaimer. 

The following claims are now pending in the Application following amendment herein: 
Claims 27-28, 30-37, 39, and 40-41. 

New Claims 40 and 41, which correspond to allowed Claims 11 and 12, respectively, are 
presented herein as dependent on Claim 27. 

No new matter is introduced by the present amendment. Support for the amendment 
herein can be found throughout the specification as originally filed. No changes in inventorship 
result from the present amendment. Applicants reserve the right to reintroduce canceled claims, 
for example in a later-filed continuation application. 

Applicants wish to thank Examiner Dr. Saunders for withdrawing the previous 
objections/rejections of record and allowing Claims 11-14, 32-34, and 37. 

Present Objections to the Claims 

Claims 1, 2, 10, 27, 30, 35, 36, 38, and 39 are objected to because of certain 
informalities. Office Action, Page 3, lines 1-6. 

By the present amendment, Applicants have made the necessary corrections. 

Objection to Claim Duplication 

The PTO states, "should claim 10 be found allowable, claim 27 will be objected to under 
37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate thereof." Office Action, Page 3, lines 7-8. Further, 
according to the PTO, "Claims 28 and 31 are objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a 
substantial duplicate of claims 13 and 14." Office Action, Page 3, last paragraph. 
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In order to expedite prosecution, Applicants have made the necessary amendments by 
canceling Claims 10-14. Applicants point out that Claims 40 and 41, which correspond to 
allowed but herein canceled Claims 1 1 and 12, respectively, are newly presented as dependent on 
Claim 27. 

Rejection under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) is Rendered Moot 

Claims 1-5 and 38-39 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as allegedly being obvious 
over Yellin et al. (U.S. 6,340,459 or WO 97/20063). Office Action, Page 4-6. Based on the 
foregoing amendment and the following remarks, this rejection is now moot. 

First, Applicants wish to point out that the rejection of Claim 39 (which previously 
depended from "objected to" Claim 10) appears to be mistaken. And, by the present amendment, 
Claim 39 is amended to depend from "objected to" Claim 27. 

Further, although Applicants respectfully disagree with the PTO's assertions, Applicants 
have canceled Claim 1-5 and 38 in order to advance prosecution. 

Therefore, any asserted basis for the rejection is now rendered moot, and Applicants 
respectfully request that the rejection be withdrawn. 



WCSR 3596808vl 



-6- 



U.S. Patent Application Serial No.: 10/026,335 

Amendment and Response 

Reply to Office Action of February 27, 2007 



CONCLUSION 



In view of the above amendment and remarks, Applicants respectfully assert that the 
rejection of the claims as set forth in the Office Action has been addressed and overcome. 
Applicants further respectfully assert that all claims are in condition for allowance and requests 
that an early notice of allowance be issued. If issues may be resolved through PTO's 
Amendment, or clarified in any manner, a call to the undersigned attorney at (404) 962-7527 is 
respectfully requested. 

No fees are believed due, however, the Commissioner if hereby authorized to charge any 
deficiencies which may be required, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 09-0528. 
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